
SCHOOLBOYS
& THE BRITISH EMPIRE

Something is savage and cruel on the
island. 

What is it? Where did it come from? 
At what point do we start noticing
it/disagreeing with the direction of the
boys' culture?

What are the perspectives these
books give us on the British elite
school system? 
How can we connect these
perspectives with the ideas of
imperialism that appear in the 2nd
book, and with Lord of the Flies?

How does Orwell's school experience
connect with Dahl's? 
What are the differences? 
What are the differences and
similarities in the perspectives and
influences they take from their
experiences? 
How can we connect those ideas to
the concept of British imperialism, and
with Lord of the Flies?

Course Content

William Golding, Lord of the Flies

Roald Dahl, Boy: Tales of
Childhood and Going Solo

Charles Darwin, On the Origin of
Species (short selections)

Course Description

The British Empire was built by men
who were trained for it at home, who
then became leaders in the political,
military and scientific lives of Britain.

How did their training shape their
characters?
How did those characters shape the
world?
What lessons about our own
culture and beliefs can we draw
from literature depicting this
educational culture?

Princeton University, Department of English and
Comparative Literature

George Orwell, "Such, Such Were
the Joys"

How does the academic side of
school contribute to imperialism? 
How can science spread an empire? 
How might everyday young people
contribute to such influences?
What are the intertextual
connections (explicit and deliberate
on Golding's part) between The
Coral Island and Lord of the Flies?

Dr. David Andress, "Joseph
Banks: traveller, botanist and
agent of the British Empire,"
The Conversation

R.M. Ballantyne, The Coral Island
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This is a three-month online
course for 90 minutes,

meeting once a week offering
complete coverage of the

material listed in this
document. 

SIGN UP HERE

Doctoral Candidate: 
Alexandra Dantzlerward Moody

https://www.amazon.com/Lord-Flies-William-Golding/dp/0571191479
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Going-Solo-Roald-Dahl/dp/0142417416/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3LJPWT44NKA3W&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.FJt-TjNinzq36Hyyuu0zf6GKnt-e2CC5LhIb_SiYD6A.WAcnWy44OvJyuGIu9UougkCY7ntvPEJd1Umkb4uQmEw&dib_tag=se&keywords=Roald+Dahl%2C+Boy%3A+Tales+of+Childhood+and+Going+Solo&qid=1728085007&s=books&sprefix=roald+dahl%2C+boy+tales+of+childhood+and+going+solo%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C532&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Going-Solo-Roald-Dahl/dp/0142417416/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3LJPWT44NKA3W&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.FJt-TjNinzq36Hyyuu0zf6GKnt-e2CC5LhIb_SiYD6A.WAcnWy44OvJyuGIu9UougkCY7ntvPEJd1Umkb4uQmEw&dib_tag=se&keywords=Roald+Dahl%2C+Boy%3A+Tales+of+Childhood+and+Going+Solo&qid=1728085007&s=books&sprefix=roald+dahl%2C+boy+tales+of+childhood+and+going+solo%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C532&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Origin-Species-150th-Anniversary/dp/0451529065/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VMMSWCGW00P8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.0kdNz2hdWrJzqlY_82_kygPf5-vkA_fedhqIacEbiPCGK6jkC8aiTK_N7DWyDfKz6jm3UB2QCezS2wlwsJzLXQAW1KSk4sz54jRqZJ0yZogQLwbyA7lxzXi5j7KL56qCkcyFSsDN1g6CEjzVcugHY24iKwspuSzqPYTWd35tEK30r2xYrnRBVecsWeqbziGIZT8dgB6FlnGTsQKIIHYlPlIrdoybSd1hW8yM7rIiIUs.1Fv5fFpFJ7zK7VE8NkthhAEXaDaHqjNsTgI47F0G1nY&dib_tag=se&keywords=origin+of+species&qid=1728085301&s=books&sprefix=origin+of+specie%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C315&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Origin-Species-150th-Anniversary/dp/0451529065/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VMMSWCGW00P8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.0kdNz2hdWrJzqlY_82_kygPf5-vkA_fedhqIacEbiPCGK6jkC8aiTK_N7DWyDfKz6jm3UB2QCezS2wlwsJzLXQAW1KSk4sz54jRqZJ0yZogQLwbyA7lxzXi5j7KL56qCkcyFSsDN1g6CEjzVcugHY24iKwspuSzqPYTWd35tEK30r2xYrnRBVecsWeqbziGIZT8dgB6FlnGTsQKIIHYlPlIrdoybSd1hW8yM7rIiIUs.1Fv5fFpFJ7zK7VE8NkthhAEXaDaHqjNsTgI47F0G1nY&dib_tag=se&keywords=origin+of+species&qid=1728085301&s=books&sprefix=origin+of+specie%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C315&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Such-Were-Joys-Illustrated-Orwell/dp/0745345921/ref=sr_1_1?crid=BAENXL0A72DM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._Pusq_H08BTzDnKbju8DLRumR-izCtBQaB_7M_W-RIjIDPe9x7s9x40AGXWul3qME2EVvFI3rbwPq-mW0kqh6RU1BFTP0FjGFPa3TObUp1y36SwS7PenmQsqYH_-7wRVv2Fy1O8f7wCSANwTkF-eu1MdqVGwHJsJL9NsXiJFRPYaLZ228iYyQzHUkYrrcqjMwCG5bIXa_xd9zHHzyjbMk2_ucv1BXrG1QsZmswIFDZM.hNGe6HVJcfl4a9xGX7u67hDZ6an3TK9d5aZoCBygDmA&dib_tag=se&keywords=such+were+the+joys+george+orwell&qid=1728085332&s=books&sprefix=such+were+the+joys+george+owel%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C326&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Such-Were-Joys-Illustrated-Orwell/dp/0745345921/ref=sr_1_1?crid=BAENXL0A72DM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._Pusq_H08BTzDnKbju8DLRumR-izCtBQaB_7M_W-RIjIDPe9x7s9x40AGXWul3qME2EVvFI3rbwPq-mW0kqh6RU1BFTP0FjGFPa3TObUp1y36SwS7PenmQsqYH_-7wRVv2Fy1O8f7wCSANwTkF-eu1MdqVGwHJsJL9NsXiJFRPYaLZ228iYyQzHUkYrrcqjMwCG5bIXa_xd9zHHzyjbMk2_ucv1BXrG1QsZmswIFDZM.hNGe6HVJcfl4a9xGX7u67hDZ6an3TK9d5aZoCBygDmA&dib_tag=se&keywords=such+were+the+joys+george+orwell&qid=1728085332&s=books&sprefix=such+were+the+joys+george+owel%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C326&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Coral-Island-Puffin-Classics/dp/0140367616/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3R3028KCX5D3K&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pYxuQJxIrPGy7R_P_dhH781OZGK8Hu-oR0ZZTXTi6M_YR85MS9BBbbGuNFtqkUZ24Vn6AM1PW8lO2rRiO9ASz72FMuCDMoOkeAKFumC2GtR05Yzs5ZUIHeej0s_hVi-O3MRask_zEfukVItmn42V6F9aqTWXHXKWs4zmVV3ife-_KIHfw7pgnO30sSqEz58lwNFwxlQfoRE3Zi6ZwzU2iPePmAcUDg86D79um1PHFao.GJrSe6urWdShMortqZbBBV-YTqcQabvH0M9h8-z4Zcg&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Coral+Island&qid=1728085100&s=books&sprefix=the+coral+island+charles+darwin%2C+on+the+origin+of+species%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C616&sr=1-1
https://forms.gle/Ur5goDNvASpdZ9C76

